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 Provide results of community’s attribute weighting through the Values 
Prioritization Exercise (VPE)

 Share Committee’s on-going attribute discussions and future activities

 Seek community feedback regarding overall attribute weighting suggested 
by VPE results and attribute-specific concerns

Purpose of Update
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 Establish more equitable approach to matching heart donors and 
candidates

 Better balance impact of criteria used in matching organs

 Consider multiple candidate attributes simultaneously through a 
composite allocation score rather than within categories

 Establish an allocation system flexible enough to address all organs

Rationale
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Identified Attributes
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 VPE used multiple pairwise comparisons to obtain participant input 
comparing relative importance of a set of criteria and attributes

 Participants were asked:
 Which attribute is most important when prioritizing candidates for donor hearts?
 How much more important is the attribute than another?

Values Prioritization Exercise (VPE)
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702 Value Prioritization Exercises Were Completed



Overall Weights, Adjusted by Demographic Groups
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 VPE results will be used in on-going determinations of attribute weights 
for mathematical optimization and simulation
 Determine weight for each attribute compared to others
 Build draft framework and submit for info for mathematical optimization
 Continuously update and engage community through entirety of developing continuous distribution 

allocation framework
 NOTA and Final Rule govern policy development
 VPE results are advisory and Committee is ultimately responsible for developing policy proposal

Next Steps
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 Overall, do you agree with the general priority of the attributes based on 
the Values Prioritization Exercise results?

 Is there additional information about the proposed attributes that the 
Committee should be made aware of?

 Is there any additional information the OPTN could provide to help you 
better understand the concepts associated with continuous distribution 
allocation framework?

 Committee is very interested in hearing from those with a personal 
connection to organ donation and transplantation

What Do You Think?
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 Eric Messick, Heart Committee policy analyst

 Eric.Messick@unos.org

Additional Questions?
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mailto:Eric.Messick@unos.org


Provide Feedback 
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Submit public comments on the OPTN website

 July 31 – September 24, 2024

 optn.transplant.hrsa.gov



 Visit https://optn.transplant.hrsa.gov/about/regions/regional-meetings/ 
for the latest regional meeting information and meeting materials

Regional Meeting Information
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Thank You For Listening!
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