
To:   Liver transplant program directors 
Liver transplant program administrators 
OPO executive directors 

From:  Julie Heimbach, M.D.  

  Chair, OPTN/UNOS Liver and Intestinal Organ Transplantation Committee 

Subject: Liver Committee update, October 2017 

 

We want to continue to update you on the status of major projects involving the OPTN/UNOS Liver and Intestinal 
Organ Transplantation Committee.   

Liver distribution proposal and webinar 

Thank you to all who advised our committee on the recent public comment proposal to address disparity in liver 
transplant access while maintaining the essential benefits of our liver allocation system.  Our committee met on 
October 10 to weigh your feedback and determine a potential path forward. 

The committee voted to reject the proposal as it was initially written in the version issued for public comment, then 
voted to support a revised version based on specific feedback requested during public comment.  While certain 
components were generally supported, the consensus of public input recommended changes to other features.   

The committee will bring the compromise proposal to the OPTN/UNOS Board of Directors in December.  The revised 
proposal continues to address the essential elements of the public comment proposal, but with key modifications to 
some parts of it based on feedback from the community. 

In summary, these are the key components of the compromise proposal: 

 Additional transplant priority (equivalent to 3 MELD or PELD points) would be awarded to liver candidates with a 
MELD or PELD of at least 15, and who are either within the same donor service area (DSA) as a liver donor or are 
within 150 nautical miles of the donor hospital but in a different DSA or region.  

 For the purpose of calculating this additional transplant priority, MELD would not be capped at 40.  For example, 
an adult candidate with a calculated (lab) MELD of 38 would receive a score of 41 for offers within the DSA or 
circle; one with a calculated MELD of 40 would receive a score of 43 for DSA/circle organ offers. 

 Adult candidates who have a calculated MELD score of 32 or higher, as well as pediatric candidates younger than 
age 18 with a MELD or PELD score of 32 or higher, would be prioritized for organ offers within the region plus 
the circle. 

 Adult candidates with early hepatic artery thrombosis currently receive a standard MELD exception score of 40, 
unless they meet specific additional criteria that make them eligible for status 1A.  Under the current proposal, 
these candidates are the only ones who would receive immediate prioritization within the region and circle 
based on an exception score as opposed to a calculated score.  They will retain their exception score of 40 for 
this purpose. 

 Livers from deceased donors who are age 70 or older, or who are DCD donors, have a separate allocation that 
prioritizes the DSA before broader distribution to the region or circle.  Livers from donors with these medical 
characteristics are most often used within close proximity of the donor location, according to the medical 
judgment of transplant professionals. 

The committee will host a live webinar Thursday, November 9, at 2:00 p.m. EST to summarize the details of the 
updated proposal and answer questions you may have about it.   



The committee will present the revised proposal to the OPTN/UNOS Board of Directors at its meeting December 4-5 
in Atlanta.  The board has the discretion to approve the proposal, decline it, or refer it back to the committee for 
additional consideration.  We will inform you of the board’s action as soon as possible afterward. 

HCC auto-approval criteria 

You may recall that in December 2016, the Board of Directors approved changes to criteria for automatic approval of 
exception scores for some liver candidates with hepatocellular carcinoma initially beyond Milan criteria who were 
successfully down-sized.  The specific criteria are listed in this policy notice. 

These changes are set for implementation December 12, 2017.  Training will be available on UNOS Connect to help 
you understand and prepare for the new criteria. 

For questions or further information 

If you’d like to know more about existing policies or public comment items, please visit our committee’s page on the 
OPTN website and/or contact your Regional Administrator.  If you’d like to know more about projects or proposals 
our committee continues to discuss, contact your regional representative to the committee or send an e-mail to 
liver@unos.org. 

https://optn.transplant.hrsa.gov/media/2027/liver_policynotice_201612.pdf
https://unosconnect.unos.org/
mailto:liver@unos.org
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