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Discussions of the full committee on April 13, 2015 are summarized below and will be reflected 
in the committee’s next report to the OPTN/UNOS Board of Directors. Meeting summaries and 
reports to the Board are available at http://optn.transplant.hrsa.gov/ . 

Committee Projects 

1. Simultaneous Liver Kidney Project 

The Committee approved a simultaneous liver kidney (SLK) policy to be released for 
public comment in August 2015. This policy includes both medical criteria and a safety 
net priority for SLK recipients. 

2. Marking Kidney Laterality Guidance Document 

The Committee approved the guidance document developed to improve OPO practices 
for marking kidney laterality. This guidance document will be presented to the Board of 
Directors for approval at their June 1-2, 2015 meeting. 

3. Kidney Paired Donation Pilot Program (KPDPP) Update 

The Kidney Paired Donation (KPD) Work Group presented information on the Revising 
KPD Priority Points and Defining Biologically Incompatible projects. The Committee 
provided feedback on the direction of these proposals. The Committee will revisit the 
priority points project on its June conference call for inclusion in the August 2015 public 
comment cycle. 

4. New Project: Double Kidney Allocation 

After reviewing the draft of the new OTPN strategic plan and identifying the need for 
more projects intended to “increase the number of transplants,” the Committee 
requested to begin working on policy changes and programming to improve the 
utilization of double kidney allocation. This request will be submitted to the Policy 
Oversight Committee for approval. 

Implemented Committee Projects 

5. Kidney Allocation System (KAS) Post-Implementation System Update 

The Committee reviewed “out of the gate” data and agreed with the KAS implementation 
Subcommittee’s assessment that no major changes are needed immediately. However, 
the Committee would like to continue to discuss logistical shipping issues with the OPO 
Committee and consider whether a requirement is needed to ensure that the blood 
sample is shipped early in the process. The KAS implementation subcommittee will 
discuss this and other possible policy changes going forward. 
 

1

http://optn.transplant.hrsa.gov/


Other Significant Items 

6. Kidney Program-Specific Reports (PSR) Models Update 

The Scientific Registry of Transplant Recipients (SRTR) presented an update on the 
new kidney PSR models. These models will go into effect mid-year of 2015. 

7. Request from the Policy Oversight Committee (POC): Length of Committee Terms 

In response to the POC’s request that the Committee discuss and vote on whether 
longer terms are needed for Committee members, the Committee agreed (17-1) that 
committee members should move from a 2 to 3 three year term but committee 
leadership terms should remain at two years (18-0). This vote will be communicated to 
the POC. If the POC moves forward with the change, it will be distributed for public 
comment because it is a change to the OPTN Bylaws and approved by the Board of 
Directors. 

8. Changes to the OPTN Strategic Plan 

The Committee reviewed the revised OPTN Strategic Plan that will be distributed for 
public comment and finalized at the Board of Directors meeting June 1-2, 2015. 
Changes to the OPTN Strategic Plan include combining two donor safety goals, 
removing the numbered order of the goals, and determine a level of UNOS resources to 
assign to each goal. 

Upcoming Meeting 

 June 15, 2015 
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