
Interim Report of the 

OPTN/UNOS MEMBERSHIP AND PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS COMMITTEE 

REPORT 

January 25, 2010 

Conference Call 

 

 

The Membership and Professional Standards Committee met on January 25, 2010, and 

considered the following items: 

 

I. Action Items for Board Consideration:  

The Committee will ask the Board of Directors to approve the one new independent OPO 

member during the June 21-22, 2010, meeting:   

 

II. Old Business 

 

 Update on Enforcement of Mandatory Donation after Cardiac Death (DCD) 

protocols:  The Committee was updated on a transplant hospital that has been non-

compliant with submitting a certification statement attesting that they have and 

employ a mandatory DCD organ recovery protocol. The hospital expressed a 

willingness to give a presentation on their efforts to comply at the March MPSC 

meeting.    

 

 Request for 6 month extension of exemption from LDL program qualification 

requirements: An original 12 month exemption granted to a pediatric hospital when 

performing live donor liver recoveries at nearby adult transplant hospital expired on 

January 20, 2010. The Committee declined to grant an extension. 

 

 Live Donor Adverse Events Reporting:  As required in Policy 12.8.4 (Submission of 

Living Donor Death and Organ Failure Data), transplant programs must report all 

instances of live donor deaths and failure of the live donor’s native organ function 

within 72 hours after the program becomes aware of the live donor death or failure of 

the live donors’ native organ function.  The Committee reviewed four reported 

instances.  In three cases the Committee agreed not to take further action.  The 

Committee did recommend in the case of a living liver donor’s death that the center 

appear before the Committee and answer why this case was not reported as required 

in Policy 12.8.4. The program is also being asked to voluntarily cease doing live 

donor liver transplants until an interview is conducted with the Committee.  

 

 Living Donor Related Bylaws:  The Committee was updated on the ongoing review 

the bylaws related to living donor transplantation.  A joint work group comprised of 

members from the MPSC, Living Donor Committee, Pediatric Transplantation 

Committee, Kidney Transplantation Committee, and the Liver and Intestinal Organ 

Transplantation Committee had developed suggested changes to the bylaws.  The 

Committee was informed that the proposal would need to have additional study 



before going out for public comment because of the resources that would be required 

to implement the suggested changes. 

 

 Referral from AST/ASN Fellowship Requirements:  The Committee discussed a letter 

from the AST/ASN requesting  the inclusion of a new alternate pathway for primary 

kidney transplant physician qualifications be added to the bylaws.  This pathway 

would allow research oriented physicians to attain training in both clinical and 

research without requiring themto train for an additional year.  The Committee agreed 

to further study this proposal and a work group was formed. 

 

 Primary laboratory directors serving in multiple labs:  The MPSC asked the 

Histocompatibility Committee to review those situations where a single individual is 

designated as the primary laboratory director for more than one laboratory and clarify 

how the time commitment to each laboratory is evaluated when a proposal to add a 

part-time directorship is made to UNOS and supported by either of the accrediting 

agencies (ASHI or CAP). The response of the Histocompatibility Committee was 

reviwed during the January call and the MPSC considered the issue closed for now. 

 

III. New Business 

 

 UNOS Actions:  The Committee members agreed that actions regarding Bylaws and 

Policy, and program-specific decisions made during the OPTN session would be 

accepted as UNOS actions.   
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