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Summary 

 
I. Action Items for Board Consideration 

 

 None 
 

II. Other Significant Item 
 

 The changes to Policy 6 (Deceased Donor Organ Transplantation of Non-US 
Residents/Non-US Citizens, and the Importation of Deceased Donor Organs from 
Foreign Sources) became effective on September 1, 2012. Ad Hoc International 
Relations Committee continues to discuss how best to conduct the review of 
listings and transplants of non-US citizens/non-US residents. (Item 1, Page 2) 
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OPTN/UNOS Ad Hoc International Relations Committee 
Report to the Board of Directors 

November 12-13, 2012 
St. Louis, Missouri 

 
The following is a summary of the Ad Hoc International Relations Committee’s (Committee) 
discussion that occurred on September 6, 2012, via teleconference. 

 
1. Changes to Policy 6 and Committee Projects 

 
The Committee began its meeting with a review of changes to Policy 6 (Deceased Donor 
Organ Transplantation of Non-US Residents/Non-US Citizens, and the Importation of 
Deceased Donor Organs from Foreign Sources), which the OPTN/UNOS Board of 
Directors approved in June, 2012.  The changes to Policy 6 became effective on 
September 1, 2012. 

 
The AHIRC discussed its charges for the 2012-2013 year, which are to: 
 

1. Determine the review process for programs that list or transplant non-residents; 
2. Develop and publish an annual report of listings and transplants by candidate 

and recipient citizenship, respectively; 
3. Define “exhausting the match run;” 
4. Clarify whether OPTN policy enables the exportation of living donor organs; and, 
5. Revise deceased donor import policy. 

 
The OPTN/UNOS Board of Directors approved these projects in June, 2012, and the 
Committee will form subcommittees and working groups to discuss items 3 through 5.  
Policy 6 defines the first two charges of the Committee, and the Committee will devote 
its November 8, 2012, meeting to determine how it will meet them.  The Committee 
recognizes that the first report, as described in Policy 6.3.1 (Transparency in Reporting 
Listings and Transplants of Non-US Citizens/Non-US Residents), will set a precedent.  
One concept the Committee will explore on November 8 is how best to ensure that 
transplant programs will be comfortable with the data presented in that first report.  For 
this November discussion, the Committee requested that the following data be prepared: 

 
1. Number of waiting list registrations added March-July, 2012 by organ and 

candidate citizenship; 
2. Number of transplants performed March-July, 2012 by organ, donor type, and 

recipient citizenship; 
3. Number of deceased donors recovered March-July, 2012 by donor citizenship; 

and, 
4. Number of living donors recovered March-July, 2012 by organ and donor 

citizenship. 
 

2. Review of the Rewrite of Policy 6 
 

Finally, the Committee discussed the rewritten Policy 6 to determine whether the intent 
of any policy was altered due to the OPTN policy rewrite project.  The AHIRC 
determined that the rewrite changed the intent of Policies 6.2.2 (Referrals), 6.4.1 (Formal 
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Deceased Donor Organ Import Agreement), and 6.4.1.1 (Requirements for Importing 
Deceased Donor Organs through a Formal Agreement).  The AHIRC will conclude its 
review of the rewritten Policy 6 electronically (by email). 
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Ad Hoc International Relations 

Committee 
September 6, 2012 

Teleconference and Live Meeting 

Name Position Attendance 

Marian O’Rourke, RN, CCTC Chair  By phone 
Charles E. Alexander, RN, MSN, 
MBA 

Vice-Chair By phone 

Gabriel Danovitch, MD Ex Officio – Voting  By phone 
Gloria Garcia Bohrer At Large Member  
Linda Bowes, RN At Large Member  
Grace Chang, Esq. At Large Member  
Clifford Chin, MD At Large Member  
Katrina Harmon, RN At Large Member By phone 
Richard Luskin, MPA At Large Member By phone 
Brigette Marciniak-Bednar, RN At Large Member By phone 
Linda Ohler, RN At Large Member  
Jorge Reyes, MD At Large Member  
Gene Ridolfi,  At Large Member  
Scott Sanoff, MD At Large Member By phone 
Anthony Sebastian, MD At Large Member  
Paul Volek, MPH At Large Member By phone 
Jim Bowman, MD Ex Officio – HRSA (Non-Voting) By phone 
Bob Walsh Ex Officio – HRSA (Non-Voting) By phone 
Bert Kasiske, MD SRTR  
Tabitha Leighton SRTR By phone 
Vipra Ghimire UNOS Staff – Liaison By phone 
Elizabeth Miller UNOS Staff By phone 
Sarah Taranto UNOS Staff By phone 
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